
Meadowbrook PTO  
January Meeting Minutes 
01/09/2019 
Meadowbrook Teachers Lounge 
Meeting start: 9:15am/mtg. end 10:36am 
  
Attendees: Pat Thome, Lorena Stevenson, , Gaby Cederlund, Jenn Loewy, Gina Lee, Lisa Raju, Liz               
Wang, Donna Sabin, Karyn Tefka, Carron Degrass, Sheila Zafar, Julie Shaw, Jodi Levin, Simone Soristo,               
Ryanne Bumps Frease, Maria Scott, Beata Stamm, Claudy Thompson, Nicole Avadek, Tzvefelina            
Popova, Priya Patel, Paula Kolar, Dr. Larry Hewitt 
 
President’s Report (Jenn Loewy): At the PTO council meeting, they discussed the 2019-20 school              
calendar.  School will be in session on both Columbus Day and Veterans Day. 

● The Meadowbrook PTO is looking for candidates for 4 open positions for a 2 year term. The 4                  
positions are; VP Administration/President, VP of Programs, VP of Fundraising, and Recording            
Secretary. Candidate nominations are due March 8, 2019. For further information regarding open             
positions, please contact Jenn Loewy or anyone else on the Meadowbrook PTO board. 
 

Fundraising “Cheers to 28” update (Jodi Levin): Over 200 tickets have been sold for the fundraising                
event. Jodi also mentioned that there will be a photo booth, a 50-50 raffle, as well as silent and live                    
auctions.  There will be one last push for parents to purchase tickets before the day of the event. 
 
VP of Programs Report (Lisa Raju): Crazy hat day is coming up on January 18, 2019 
 
VP of Fundraising Report (Julie Shaw): Julie working on getting another night out at a local restaurant                 
soon.  These events have proven to be very successful. 
 
VP of Room Parents Report (Gina Lee): Valentine’s Day party is the last class party of the year. Gina                   
will be sending out a reminder to the room parents to make sure there are enough volunteers. In addition,                   
she is trying to see if there is a way to clarify on the web which parent or family member is actually                      
volunteering so that Susan Horine has the correct label for that person. 
 
Report on the state of District 28 and Meadowbrook Elementary School (Dr. Larry Hewitt):  

● Dr. Hewitt updated the parents of the 350 unit apartment complex at Northbrook Court. This               
massive development will impact school district 28, 225, and the Park District. In addition, to               
this development, all other residential developments happening in Northbrook at the moment are             
directly impacting D28 as well. Besides Northbrook developments, Deerfield is considering a            
residential unit complex that will feed into D28 as well. 

● In regards to Meadowbrook school, there is currently a population of 406 students enrolled at this                
school. At this number, Dr. Hewitt stated that there would not be a need for an addition to the                   
school building. Instead of adding on to the school, Dr. Hewitt suggested a couple other               
possibilities. He suggested repurposing and updating within the current footprint of the school.             



There is a plan to bid for vendors for asbestos removal, carpet removal, and possibly cabinetry                
upgrades.  

● Dr. Hewitt informed the parents that the district will be hiring a demographer to create a report                 
indicating the the trends and population patterns to determine what next steps need to be taken to                 
continue a healthy and productive environment for Meadowbrook. 

● Parents are concerned that the school needs more space. Gym classes are doubling up and certain                
activities are being performed in the hallways due to lack of space.  

● In addition, although the PTO has a grants committee that provides teachers with their requests,               
parents are frustrated that instead of having grants go to learning tools (stem labs for example),                
teachers are asking for tables and chairs as an urgent need. 

● Furthermore, parents are concerned that their children might suffer and prevent adequate learning             
if the classes become too full (including the arts, music, and Physical Education).  

● Dr. Hewitt provided the parents with a slide in which it clarified where D28 fund balance                
currently stands. Although a healthy fund balance, the slide indicated that a massive renovation              
of Meadowbrook would not be possible at the time with the funds currently available. 

 



 


